TWO    MAPS
the corner as soon as one passed the North Gape, even the
brave sailors of that age found the Kara Sea so full of ice
and fog when they approached it that they thought they
had reached the end of the world.
The British beat the Spaniards off the world's seas later
on. There was no more need to sail round the north and
over the Pole. In the seventeenth century the Russians
pushed forward east and in the eighteenth north by land
instead of by sea. Tsar Boris Godunov forbade the use of
the Arctic Sea because the merchants, jealous of their profits
on land-transported goods and the bourse in Nijhny
Novgorod, and the Cossacks, anxious to preserve their grip
on Siberia, had warned him that as soon as foreigners would
come to the mouths of the Obi and Yenisei they would
snatch away the trade with China from him.
The nineteenth century brought the Suez and the Panama
Canal. The trade route round the north as a means of
getting to India and China had lost all importance. But as
access to Siberia itself the vision never died completely.
Somehow or other the English always took a fancy to it.
Captain Wiggins tried the Kara Sea route sixty years ago
and lost a good deal of money—some of it collected for him
from the public by The Times. In 1876 Nordenskioeld
completed the circumnavigation of Asia for the first time
in history. But he as well as Amundsen and Vilkitski (the
only three people to succeed before the Russian revolution
broke out) took two years and had to winter halfway* That
deprived the whole idea of any commercial importance.
Shortly before the War, however, a Norwegian merchant
concentrated upon the venture to establish regular trade
with the eastern and western halves of Arctic Asia by sea. By
a mere chance I was able to dig him out in London,, where
he lives now and is engaged in other commercial activities.
Now what has the twentieth-century business man to say
about it? After a few conventional words over a glass of

